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WELCOME!
All of us at Concordia feel privileged and proud to be part of your life story, 

and we encourage you to take a moment to reflect and rejoice. You have 
done it, and what you have done is a big deal! We are eager to celebrate your 

accomplishments. Commencement ceremonies are a cherished academic 
tradition that celebrate a milestone accomplishment for graduates and their 
families. Welcome to the Concordia University commencement ceremonies!
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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
CLASS OF 2023

Saturday, December 16th, 2023

The Prelude “Rondeau” 
 J.J. Mouret

Please Stand

The Processional “Prelude” to Te Deum 
 Marc-Antoine Charpentier

[Gentlemen please remove caps now and throughout the Service]

The Invocation

The Responsive Reading from Luke 1 
P : Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord
C : and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
P : for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant.
C : For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
P : for He who is mighty has done great things for me,
C : and holy is His name.
P : And his mercy is for those who fear Him 
C : from generation to generation.
P : He has shown strength with His arm;
C : He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
P : He has brought down the mighty from their thrones
C : and exalted those of humble estate;
P : He has filled the hungry with good things,
C : and the rich He has sent away empty.
P : He has helped his servant Israel,
C : in remembrance of His mercy;
P : as He spoke to our fathers,
C : to Abraham and to His offspring forever.”
All : Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
 now and will be forever.  Amen.

The Hymn of Praise “Savior of the Nations, Come”  
 Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 332, selected stanzas
 

1. Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 

3. Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne.
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5. God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course.  
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown.

8. Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.

Please be seated

The Welcome Erik P. Ankerberg, PhD 
President

The Commencement Address Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola 
      Professor of Theology, CUW

The Presentation of Special Awards

Master Educator Award - Elementary Education Kathy Adams 
Trinity Lutheran School, Freistadt, WI

Master Educator Award - Secondary Education David Black 
Lutheran High School, Parker, CO

The Presentation of the Candidates

The Conferring of Degrees

The Student Address  Ms. Sandra Quaintance 
Master of Science in Education  

Professional Counseling 
Twin Lakes, WI

Please stand

The Hymn “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
 LSB 722

1. Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect and feed me From day to day. 
Without your grace and favor I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, And lead the way.

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear; 
For you, the Rock of Ages, Are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, I fear no foe, 
For when your hand is guiding, In peace I go.

3. Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come, 
I know that you will strengthen My steps toward home, 
And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend! 
So take my hand and lead me Unto the end.
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The Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
[Gentlemen put on their caps for the Recessional of faculty and officials.  

Students will NOT recess, but are free to meet with family and friends AFTER  
the recessional passes by them and out of the Field House.]

The Recessional “Trumpet Tune” 
 H. Purcell

The Postlude “Die Bankelsangerlieder” 
 Anonymous

ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S SERVICE

The President Erik P. Ankerberg, PhD

The Commencement Speaker     Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola 
      Professor of Theology, CUW

The Student Speaker  Ms. Sandra Quaintance 
Master of Science in Education 

Professional Counseling 
Twin Lakes, WI

The Vice President for Academics Professor Leah M. Dvorak, PhD

The Campus Pastor Rev. Steven N. Smith, STM

The Marshals Professor Elizabeth Eernisse, PhD 
Professor Susan Mobley, PhD 

Professor Aaron Moldenhauer, PhD 
Professor Kim Sesing, AuD 

Professor Michael Uden, PhD 
Professor Jeffrey Walz, PhD

The Concordia Faculty Brass Quintet Professor Louis A. Menchaca, PhD
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THE CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATE DEGREES 
DECEMBER 2023

Doctor of 
Education
Lervan Atticot 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Andrew Baus 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Awilda Campos-
Peguero 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Keomailani Case 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Mary Caucutt 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Alexandra Chapman 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Tonnette Collier 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Elleace David 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Andrea Diaz 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Karla Erwin 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Steven Forehand 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Jeffrey Franck 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

6

Key:   = United States Military Veteran      = Church Work Graduate

Shauna Green 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Sandra Jahns 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Madelyn Kempen 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Matthew Moore 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Katie Nemitz 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Denise Richmond 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Merlin Rosal 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Jasmine Shepherd 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

May Stutts 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Frankie Taylor 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Olga Watson 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Natalie Zadok 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Espa Zigouris 
Leadership in Innovation and 
Continuous Improvement

Doctor of 
Occupational 
Therapy
Alexa Destrampe 
Occupational Therapy

Erika Deubig 
Occupational Therapy

Master of Arts
Mariah Dacayanan  
Individualized-Product 
Development-Pharmaceutical 
Concentration

Brandon Le 
Individualized-Product 
Development-Pharmaceutical 
Concentration

Master of 
Business 
Administration
Allison Brown 
Health Care Administration

Eric Brushert 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Xingdi Chen 
Global Management

Zuihei Cho 
Global Healthcare

Robert Crossley 
Management

Sarah Deheck 
Strategic Marketing

Shaofeng Du 
Management

Yihao Feng 
Global Management

Todd Graves 
Management

Emily Hafemann 
Health Care Administration

Xiafang Huang 
Global Healthcare

Binghe Huang 
Global Management

Mohammed Ashfaq 
Hussain 
Management Information 
Systems

Elizabeth Jones 
Human Resource Management

Michael Kastner 
Management

Mohammed Khan 
Management Information 
Systems

Tamara Killebrew 
Strategic Marketing

Tristan Largent 
Management

Fenghua Liu 
Global Healthcare

Yi Mao 
Global Management

Sameer Mohammad 
Management Information 
Systems

Fahad Jafar Mohammed 
Management Information 
Systems

Khaleel Uddin 
Mohammed 
Management Information 
Systems
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Master of 
Church Music
Karissa Lystrup 
Choral Music

Vashni Seitzer 
Organ

Master of 
Occupational 
Therapy
Audrey Brohammer
Occupational Therapy

Marla Canda
Occupational Therapy

Charlotte Groth
Occupational Therapy

Allison Heersink
Occupational Therapy

Carlie Hendricks
Occupational Therapy

Hannah Himmelman
Occupational Therapy

Kristen Huffman
Occupational Therapy

Sydney Kalk
Occupational Therapy

Khloe Koch
Occupational Therapy

Aaron Mick
Occupational Therapy

Madeline Nimocks
Occupational Therapy

Audrie Seabaugh
Occupational Therapy

Olivia Urwiller
Occupational Therapy

Emily Wolfram
Occupational Therapy

Maaz Mohiuddin 
Mohammed 
Management Information 
Systems

Owais Ahmed 
Mohammed 
Management Information 
Systems

Danish Ahmed 
Mohammed 
Management Information 
Systems

Syed Siddiq Mohiuddin 
Zaidi 
Management Information 
Systems

 Nikhat Fatima 
Management Information 
Systems

Abigail Nosce Harrold 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Omolola Oluwatayo 
Health Care Administration

John Parmer 
Management

Joyce Peoples 
Management

Severina Perez 
Communications & Public 
Relations

Carrie Pfannerstill 
Human Resource Management

Jordan Pogorzelski 
Sustainability Management & 
Analytics

Shiwali Rai 
Management Information 
Systems

Esther Richter 
Health Care Practitioner

Matthew Riley 
International Business

Frankie Rodriguez 
Management

Daniel Rowland 
Management

Anusha Samala 
Management Information 
Systems

Matthew Schinske 
Management

Syed Shahrukh 
Mahmood 
Management Information 
Systems

Yi Shen 
Global Healthcare

Camille Simper 
Management

Michael Soldner 
Management

Kaitlyn Springer 
Management

Amanda Stangret 
Human Resource Management

Shannon Studer 
Sustainability Management & 
Analytics

Steven Sun 
Global Management

Noor Mohammed Syed 
Management Information 
Systems

Ilein Taipe  
Management

Abhilash Reddy 
Thumma 
Management Information 
Systems

Xiaoxue Wang 
Management

Jin Wang 
Global Healthcare

Kathleen Wetzel 
Health Care Administration

Eric White 
Strategic Marketing

Tamara Wollner 
Human Resource Management

Fang Xu 
Global Management

Krista Young 
Non-Profit Management & 
Public Administration

Sijia Yu 
Global Management

Carlos Zapata 
Strategic Marketing

Li Zhang 
Global Management

Master of 
Science
Sai Nitish Raju 
Addepalli 
Software Engineering

Folasade Akintola 
Business Data Applications

Thekriat Al Ashour 
Information Systems

Masarat Allaqaband 
School Counseling & 
Professional Counseling

Swadeep Yadav 
Allegala 
Software Engineering

Melisa Barber 
Professional Counseling

Allison Beaman 
Special Education

Gopi Bellam 
Software Engineering

Venkata Sai Sarat 
Chandra Bheemaraju 
Information Systems

Himani Reddy Bobba 
Software Engineering

Rajeshwar Bolishetty 
Software Engineering

Wendy Bosben 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Lauren Brown 
Professional Counseling

Jacob Budda 
Software Engineering

Geoffrey Butz 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Emma Cable 
Educational Administration

Sean Carroll 
Educational Design & 
Technology

Carina Casique 
Literacy

Keerthi Chirrapu 
Information Systems

Jennifer Colson 
Literacy
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Sarah Constable 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Jessica Cooper 
Professional Counseling

Vinay Chowdary 
Deveneni 
Information Systems

Rachel Driver 
Professional Counseling

Kiley Dunathan 
Literacy

Leigh Ellingson 
Literacy

Caitlin Elrod 
School Counseling

Ashley Eraas 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Jordan Fadness 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Mohammad Faisal 
Information Systems

Kathryn Fajardo 
School Counseling

Phaedra Fearen 
Individualized-Educational 
Studies-Secondary Education

Crystal Fiet 
Literacy

Cindy Findley 
School Counseling

Anudeep Gajjala 
Software Engineering

Mackenzie Glazewski 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Justin Green 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Samantha Groth 
Literacy

Shiva Prasad Gudimella 
Software Engineering

Alexandra Hahnfeld 
Professional Counseling

FNU Hassan 
Software Engineering

Fabiola Hernandez 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Christy Hintz 
Literacy

Benjamin Huber 
Information Systems

Carla Huizenga 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Hameeduddin Imad 
Mohammed 
Information Systems

Sajid Iqbal Ishaq 
Mohammed 
Information Systems

Teri Iversen 
Counseling Foundations

Khashafath Jehan 
Software Engineering

Heidi Justus 
Teaching & Learning

Santhu Kalali 
Information Systems

Kaushal Kandhari 
Software Engineering

Sanjana Karbus 
Information Systems

Vattikuti Kavya 
Software Engineering

Joseph Ketarkus 
Teaching & Learning

Bahadur Khan 
Software Engineering

Amanda Knoell 
School Counseling

Karisa Koch 
Professional Counseling

Saivineeth Koduri 
Information Systems

Sandeep Kolli 
Software Engineering

Vineeth Kumar Kova 
Information Systems

Lauren Krajcik 
Teaching & Learning

Frank Kulaszewicz 
Software Engineering

Austin Lauer 
Pharmaceutical Product 
Development

Chandra Shekar 
Lavadya 
Information Systems

Mohammed Shakeb 
Junaidi Lnu 
Information Systems

Sufiyan Junaidi Lnu 
Information Systems

Mohammed Muddasir 
Mohiuddin Ansari LNU 
Information Systems

Courtney Lucas 
Teaching & Learning Early 
Childhood & Elementary

Lane Luxem  
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Mahmood Ur Rahman 
Maaz Mohammed 
Software Engineering

Esther Macdonald 
Student Personnel 
Administration in Higher 
Education

Sara Makinen 
Special Education

Dhanunjay Mangalarapu 
Software Engineering

Sierra Mariani 
Special Education Cross 
Categorical

Erica Maurer-Sickler 
Literacy

Christine Medcalf 
Family Life

Brittany Merten 
School Counseling & 
Professional Counseling

Rizwan Ahmed 
Mohammad 
Software Engineering

Fasiuddin Mohammed 
Information Systems

Furqaan Asim Naseer 
Mohammed 
Software Engineering

Syed Shabaz Moinuddin 
Business Data Applications

Prathap Reddy Mucha 
Software Engineering

Matt Muehlbauer 
Teaching & Learning

Srinivasa Sai Dutta 
Murakonda 
Software Engineering

Rakesh Kumar 
Nakkanamoni 
Software Engineering

Oluyemisi Ogunbowale 
Teaching & Learning

Laxmi Narsimha Reddy 
Padhuri 
Information Systems

Vijaya Deepika Palla 
Information Systems

Prashanth Palli 
Software Engineering

Jumana Parveen 
Information Systems

Srikanth Pasupuleti 
Information Systems

Shiva Sai Deepthi 
Pasupuleti 
Software Engineering

Brock Pieper 
Teaching & Learning-
Secondary

Tyler Podoll 
Literacy

Pavan Kumar Pusapati 
Software Engineering

Sandra Quaintance 
Professional Counseling

Sreekar Raavi 
Information Systems

Vivek Kumar Rai 
Software Engineering

Anya Ramsey-Martinez 
Literacy

China Ramanjaneyulu 
Rayani 
Information Systems

Rachel Rooker 
Literacy

Riley Rucinski 
Applied Exercise Science

Rajshekar Reddy Saama 
Software Engineering
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Megan Sanfelippo 
Teaching & Learning

Austin Schultz 
Professional Counseling

Alisa Schultz 
Teaching & Learning

Shadaan Shadaan 
Information Systems

Juned Shareef Shaik 
Information Systems

Sikindar Shaik 
Software Engineering

Mohammed Abdul Zain 
Siddique 
Software Engineering

Elizabeth Snyder 
Student Personnel 
Administration in Higher 
Education

Srivardhan 
Sribhashyam 
Software Engineering

Lisa Stark 
Literacy

Eric Stephens 
Special Education

Rachel Stoll 
Family Life

Paul Stuebs 
Special Education

Asif Ali Syed 
Software Engineering

Dominic Tangredi 
Educational Administration

Julie Thomas 
Educational Design & 
Technology

Madelaine Trewin 
Educational Administration

Vijay Kumar Turaka 
Software Engineering

Jennifer Uhing 
Literacy

Gao Zoo Vang 
Professional Counseling

Ravinder Reddy 
Vangala 
Information Systems

Kranthikumar Vattikuti 
Software Engineering

Abhishek Vunnamatla 
Software Engineering

Elizabeth Walker 
Literacy

Abigail Weyde 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Courtney Wranosky 
Teaching & Learning-
Elementary

Pooja Yelakonda 
Information Systems

Venkatesh Yeluri 
Software Engineering

Master of 
Science in 
Accountancy
Hannah Rodrigues 
Accountancy

Master of 
Science in 
Leadership
Chris Dragosh 
Leadership

Kari Ninkovic 
Leadership

Maryclaire Nwachukwu 
Leadership

Julie Worden 
Leadership

Master of 
Science in 
Nursing
Lauren Dahms 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Taylor Gardner 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Alexandria Harrison 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Lauren Hendricks 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Abigayle Hutson 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Nicole Marx 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Jennifer Merholz 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Tessa Mersberger 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Sydney Mittnacht 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Amanda Mueller 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Madeleine Rapisarda 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Cristina Rivera Flores 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Michelle Stahl 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Jamie Sylvester 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Kirsten Tennie 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Julia Whitlow 
Family Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner

Master of 
Social Work
Emily Rodriguez 
Social Work
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THE CANDIDATES FOR UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
DECEMBER 2023

Key:  *** = Summa Cum Laude   ** = Magna Cum Laude   * = Cum Laude

Graduation Honors
An undergraduate candidate who achieves a cumulative grade point average of 3.90 or 
better will graduate SUMMA CUM LAUDE; one who achieves a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.80 or better will graduate MAGNA CUM LAUDE; and one who achieves a 

cumulative grade point average of 3.60 or better will graduate CUM LAUDE.

 = United States Military Veteran      = Church Work Graduate

Bachelor of 
Arts
Cody Aagerup*  
Human Resource Management

Mikayla Amack* 
Mass Communication

Stephanie Anderson** 
Business Management

Adriana Andrews 
Early Childhood & Elementary 
Education

Janneke Bannink* 
Spanish

Shawn Clermont 
Communication & Leadership

Gerald Dohr*** 
Communication & Leadership

Amelia Domke***  
Elementary Education

Sandra Ellis* 
Business Management

Mara Fredrick** 
Elementary Education

Latoyia Gibson 
Human Resource Management

Alexandra Giemza 
Public Service-Management of 
Criminal Justice

Kevin Hofkens*  
Business Management

Andrew Hopfensperger* 
Parish Music

Myra Jackson 
Individualized-Early Childhood

Ashley Johnson 
Health Care Management

Tiara Joyner 
Business Management

Sarah Langlitz*** 
Health Care Management

Aaron Larson*** 
Business Management

Kelsey Leaf***  
Early Childhood & Elementary 
Education

Evan Leden 
Secondary Education-Broad 
Field Social Studies

Pacheng Lor** 
Early Childhood

Carissa Martinez 
Human Resource Management

Christina McCardle* 
Human Resource Management

Melissa McFarlin* 
Individualized-Early Childhood

Hillary Moen 
Business Management

Adam Moore 
Theological Studies

Joseph Mullins* 
Health Care Management

Zachary Mulso  
Director of Church Ministries

Alexander Nelson** 
Theological Languages

Jacinta Noblin-Williams 
Business Management

Sneha Patel 
Health Care Management

Tyler Prouty 
K-12 Physical Education

Rahdae Redd 
Theological Studies

Ian Robertson 
Psychology

Shyreeta Robinson** 
Early Childhood

Katherine Rutowicz* 
Classical Studies

Habacuc Saavedra* 
Business Management

Melissa Schnorr*** 
Elementary Education

Jerdian Smith 
Business Management

Pheandro Welsh 
Business Management

George Witowski  
Secondary Education-Science 
Broad Field

Sage Wojdyla** 
Graphic Design

Bachelor of 
Science
Sydney Achin* 
Justice and Public Policy

Linus Agwu 
Computer Science-Software 
Engineering

Hunter Auchtung 
Accounting & Finance

Karly Ayotte 
Rehabilitation Science

Hannah Bagin 
Justice and Public Policy

Hannah Baneck** 
Rehabilitation Science

Samuel Beers 
Marketing

Sarah Birenbaum*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Natalie Borst 
Rehabilitation Science

Darcy Bossler 
Rehabilitation Science

Madelyn Brezonick* 
Rehabilitation Science

Jordana Burkeland 
Public Health-Community 
Health

Sarah Cardia*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Chase Coots 
Justice and Public Policy
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William Cudney*** 
Biomedical Sciences

Alia Diercks* 
Rehabilitation Science

Derek Drays* 
Rehabilitation Science

Sean Durand* 
Finance

Selena Esten 
Exercise Physiology

Vincent Falcone* 
Finance

Rose Feeney*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Miguel Garcia 
Accounting

Megan Gerner 
Business Communication

Britton Godbold*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Abigail Guziewicz 
Rehabilitation Science

Zandra Howard 
Accounting

Julian Johnson 
Business Communication

Robert Johnson* 
Rehabilitation Science

Aljarius Kelly 
Entrepreneurship

Jenna Kerkman* 
Human Resource

Mijoo Kim*** 
Biomedical Sciences

Jackson Kral 
Computer Science-Information 
Systems

Carson Lagina*** 
Actuarial Science & Business 
Analytics & Organizational 
Performance

Austin Lichtenstein 
Computer Science-Cyber 
Security

Evan Lischka* 
Environmental Studies

Kathleen Lococo 
Marketing

Emily Makos 
Rehabilitation Science

Jeffrey Martin*** 
Applied Computer Science

Jordan Martinez 
Justice and Public Policy

Victoria McGraw** 
Rehabilitation Science

Sarah Metze** 
Rehabilitation Science

Holly Meyer** 
Applied Computer Science

Kylee Miller* 
Exercise Physiology

Trae Moberly 
Rehabilitation Science

Sabrina Moore 
Rehabilitation Science

Payton Moreland*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Kayla Muehler*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Amanda Mueller 
Rehabilitation Science

Jackson Nosrati 
General Business

Olivia Odgers*** 
Accounting

Sawyer Otto* 
General Business

Kathryn Ousdigian*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Sean Paquin 
Entrepreneurship

Sarah Pettigrew* 
Accounting

Anaris Ramirez-Rivera 
Health Care Management

Joseph Rawlings 
Accounting

Lincoln Reichl*** 
Rehabilitation Science

James Schleider 
Environmental Studies

Savannah Schweiger** 
Rehabilitation Science

Allison Semenak*** 
Accounting

Alison Senkbeil 
Finance

Adelyn Smith*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Madelaine Specht*** 
Rehabilitation Science

Sophia Stanke** 
Accounting

Kayla Steinbauer** 
Accounting & Management

Kevin Tellez 
Computer Science-Cyber 
Security

Matthew Thur** 
Accounting

Emily Treptow 
Environmental Studies

JayCee Turner* 
Rehabilitation Science

Angel Uriostegui 
Exercise Physiology

Adah Van Eeckhout** 
Rehabilitation Science

Sophia Vandeloecht** 
Rehabilitation Science

Sara Vandermolen* 
Rehabilitation Science

Hayley Vang 
Public Health-Pre-Clinical

Olivia Voight** 
Environmental Studies

Jessica Wagner* 
Rehabilitation Science

Carly Wemett** 
Rehabilitation Science

Bachelor of 
Science in 
Nursing
Saylor Alberts 
Nursing

Shannon Allison*** 
Nursing

Janneke Bannink* 
Nursing

Gabrielle Bush*** 
Nursing

Morgan Daley 
Nursing

Madison Ferch 
Nursing

Nancy Gerber 
Nursing

Muriel Hazley*** 
Nursing

Lydia Heim*** 
Nursing

Meg Knutson*** 
Nursing

Katie Lacerda 
Nursing

Lucas Lindsley** 
Nursing

Kerstin Martens 
Nursing

Vannesa Martinez 
Nursing

Eden Nass* 
Nursing

Chelsea Olday 
Nursing

Sapana Paudel* 
Nursing

Erin Rasch 
Nursing

Morgan Richards 
Nursing

Emily Silveira 
Nursing

Jennifer Smith*** 
Nursing

Hayley Wetzel 
Nursing

Emma Zimdars* 
Nursing

Joan Zwiefelhofer*** 
Nursing

Bachelor of 
Social Work
Kayla Snapp* 
Social Work



THE CHAPEL OF CHRIST TRIUMPHANT
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

Saturday, December 16th, 2023

In Every Way, God’s Path • Proverbs 3:5-6

How is a Baccalaureate different from a graduation exercise?  Quite simply the graduation or 
commencement exercise celebrates the fact that a student has completed all the academic work 
required in order to earn a certain degree.  A baccalaureate service celebrates the calling of God in that 
person’s life into a specific vocation.  During our service today, the hymns and the Scripture readings 
celebrate the fact that God in His grace is calling these women and men into his service as Teachers, 
Directors of Church Ministries, Directors of Parish Music, and our Pre-Seminary students ultimately to 
serve as Pastors.  We also celebrate many students entering vocations that aren’t professional church 
vocations.  They are, however, all Christian vocations.  Our prayer of thanksgiving is that they joyfully 
heard God’s call in their life, confident that His plans for them are good plans. 

The Prelude “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
  Johann Sebastian Bach 

I. Ornamented Chorale (BWV 659) • II. Trio (BWV 660) • III. Fugue (BWV 661)

Please stand as the Processional begins

The Processional Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
 Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 341

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise.

2. A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; therefore the earth is glad and sings: 
To Christ the Savior raise your grateful hymns of praise.

3. How blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the Ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise your happy shouts of praise.

4.  Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in and new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise for word and deed and grace!

5. Redeemer, come and open wide my heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame we offer to Thy name.
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[Gentlemen please remove caps now and throughout the Service]

The Invocation
The Prayer
The Psalmody Psalm 126
P:  When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion,  
C:  we were like men who dreamed.  
P:   Our mouths were filled with laughter,  
C:  our tongues with songs of joy.  
P:  Then it was said among the nations,  
C:  “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
P:  The Lord has done great things for us, 
C:  and we are filled with joy.  
P:  Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
C:  like streams in the Negev. 
P:  Those who sow in tears 
C:  will reap with songs of joy.  
P:  He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, 
C:  will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is  
 now, and will be forever.  Amen.

The Hymn of Praise “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
LSB 357 [stanzas 1, 2, 5, 7]

1. O come, o come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.

 Refrain: Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go.   Refrain

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.    Refrain

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace.   Refrain

Please be seated

The Old Testament Reading [Theme verse] Proverbs 3:1-6
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading [for the 3rd Week of Advent] 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The Hymn of the Word “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 LSB 338

1. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;  
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.  
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art,  
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

2. Born Thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Please stand

The Gospel Reading [for the 3rd Week of Advent] John 1:6-8, 19-28
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

The Canticle “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”  
LSB 941

        ~ a versification of the Te Deum laudamus ~

1. We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
To you all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!”

2. The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 
The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
The martyrs of your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song 
“O all majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!”

3. You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ry one: 
You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe.

4. You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, Amen!
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Please be seated

The Sermon  Rev. Eric Nelson 
Pastor, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Lester Prairie, Minnesota
The Special Presentations

The Presentation of Lutheran Teaching Diplomas Dr. James Juergensen 
Director of Lutheran Teacher Placement

 Dr. Brad Alles 
Associate Professor of Education

The Presentation of Director of Church Ministries Certificates Rev. Dr. Kurt Taylor 
Director of Church Ministries Program

The Presentation of Director of Parish Music Certificates Dr. J. Craig Sproat 
Director of Parish Music Program

The Presentation of Classical Education Certificates Dr. Angus Menuge 
Co-Director of Classical Education Program 

 Dr. Susan Mobley 
Co-Director of Classical Education Program 

The Recognition of Students Completing the Pre-Seminary Program Rev. Dr. Jason Lane  
Director of Pre-Seminary Program

The Presentation of Academic Awards Dr. Leah Dvorak 
Vice President for Academics

Please stand

The Prayers
Included in our thanksgivings and petitions are prayers prepared by the following students in 
programs recognized in this service:   
 Lutheran Education – Amelia Domke
 Director of Church Ministries – Zachary Mulso
 Director of Parish Music – Andrew Hopfensperger
 Pre-Seminary Program –  Alexander Nelson
(At the conclusion of each petition the pastor will say “Lord, in Your mercy,”  to which the congregation 
will respond “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

[Gentlemen put on their caps for the Recessional]
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The Recessional Hymn “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 LSB 384

1. Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see evermore and evermore.

2. Oh, that birth forever blessèd, when the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world’s redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face evermore and evermore.

3. This is He whom seers in old time chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word. 
Now He shines, the long expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord evermore and evermore.

4. O ye heights of heav’n, adore him; angel hosts, His praises sing. 
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him and extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring evermore and evermore.

5. Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory evermore and evermore.

The Postlude  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
  Andrew Carter

BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES

Lutheran Teacher Diploma
Early Childhood & Elementary Education 

Kelsey Leaf Morgan Schnulle

Elementary Education 
Amelia Domke Mara Fredrick Holly Heise

Teacher Colloquy 
Kristyna Meier Richard Rausch

Christian Teacher Certification 
George Witowski 

Director of Church Ministries
Kevin Bodey Matthew Cassidy Stephanie Cutler James Meyer Zachary Mulso
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Director of Parish Music 
Andrew Hopfensperger 

Classical Education 
Katherine Rutowicz 

Pre-Seminary Program 
Alexander Nelson 

.

ACADEMIC AWARDS
The Marsha Konz Graduate Educator Award for outstanding performance  

as an educator and as a student in graduate education studies

Madelaine Trewin

ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S SERVICE

The Preacher         Rev. Eric Nelson*  
Pastor, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Lester Prairie, Minnesota

The Liturgist       Rev. Steven N. Smith, STM 
Campus Pastor

The Lectors Professor Elizabeth A. Polzin, EdD 
                Interim Vice President for Student Success

 Professor Leah M. Dvorak, PhD 
Vice President for Academics

 Professor Erik P. Ankerberg, PhD 
 President

The Organist      Professor J. Craig Sproat, DMA 
 Assistant Professor of Music

Worship Assistants Members of Campus Ministry  

Faculty Marshals Professor Elizabeth Eernisse, PhD 
Professor Susan Mobley, PhD 

Professor Aaron Moldenhauer, PhD 
Professor Kim Sesing, AuD 

Professor Michael Uden, PhD 
Professor Jeffrey Walz, PhD

*It is our custom to have the father of a graduating student who is a pastor as our preacher for 
Baccalaureate.  Pastor Nelson is the father of graduating student Alex Nelson.
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Academic Apparel
Caps and gowns have been in use in the United States since colonial times, but it was not until 1895 that 
an Intercollegiate code was prepared, regulating the design or pattern of the gowns and hoods and the 
colors and materials to be used.

The three types of gowns generally worn are made of black material. The bachelor’s gown has long, 
pointed sleeves; the master’s is made with a long, closed sleeve and a slit for the arm. The doctor’s gown 
has a full, round, open sleeve. It is faced with velvet and has three bars of velvet on each sleeve. The 
black mortarboard style cap is worn for all degrees, but only doctors or presidents of institutions may 
wear a gold tassel.

The hood is the most important and distinctive feature of the academic costume. It enables anyone to 
distinguish at a glance the various ranks and at the same time recognize the university which has given 
the degree.

The doctor’s hood, of black cloth matching the gown, is four feet in length and made with a wide panel. 
The master’s and bachelor’s hoods are three and one-half and three feet in length, respectively. The 
hoods for all the degrees are lined with silk in the official academic color or colors of the institution 
which has conferred the degree. The colors are not necessarily the same as the school’s athletic colors, 
although in many cases they are. Many schools that use the same colors distinguish themselves by 
using different shades of that color. Where there is more than one official color, the chevron is used. 
Concordia’s colors are blue and white, so hoods will include those colors as well as the color of the major.

The binding or trim of all the hoods is velvet; two, three, and five inches wide for the bachelor’s, master’s, 
doctor’s degrees respectively. The color of this velvet trim indicates the department of learning or 
faculty to which the degree pertains.

Commencement Symbols
The mace served as a war club in medieval times, and later came to represent the protection and 
preservation of knowledge as universities explored ideas within and across many disciplines. CUW’s 
mace displays our four core values and the University seal. At CUW, we typically entrust the mace with 
the faculty chair, although at many institutions it is carried by the senior faculty member who represents 
the authority of the faculty to approve the granting of degrees.

Finally, the academic banners represent CUW’s six schools: Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, 
Education, Health Professions, Nursing and Pharmacy. Each banner is carried by a faculty member or a 
student from that school.

Ceremony Information
Photography: Empire Photography will be taking photos of your graduate several times today. If you’d 
like to snap a photo of your graduate, you are asked to remain in your seat while doing so. We ask that 
you do not occupy the aisles for any reason during the ceremony. Each graduate is photographed as 
they receive their diploma. Commencement is a once-in-a-lifetime moment so don’t miss out! If you 
have any questions, please email Empire Photography at customerservice@empirephotos.com.

Safe exit: Campus Safety is committed to ensuring the safety and security of our guests who will be 
leaving graduation and walking to their vehicles. The roadway in front of the Field House will be closed 
to vehicular traffic for one hour after graduation. Guests with limited mobility can be picked up on the 
north end of the roadway or directly west of the Field House entrance in the adjacent parking lot. They 
can also be picked up at the Administration Building entrance. It is the experience of the staff that the 
roadways outside of campus will become gridlocked for an hour and a half after graduation ends. This is 
due to the major construction taking place near campus at this time.  Please be patient. Thank you!
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Velvet Colors

Apricot – nursing
Brown – art
Citron – social work
Crimson – communications
Dark blue – philosophy
Drab – business, management 
       communications
Gold – computer science, healthcare   
             administration, justice and    
       public policy/criminal justice, 
             radiologic technology, science
Grey – speech language pathology
Kelly green – physician assistant
Lemon – library science

Light blue – education
Olive – pharmacy
Orange – engineering
Pink – music
Peacock – physical therapy
Purple – paralegal
Sage – athletic training, exercise physiology,    
              occupational therapy, 
        physical education
Scarlet – theology
Whi teWhi te  – counseling, history, humanities, 
                  liberal arts, mathematics, 
                  psychology, student personnel 
                  administration

Cord meanings

Blue + Green – members of the Concordia Undergraduate Academic Honor Society –  
                            Alpha Chi.

Green + Gold – members of the Sigma Beta Delta Honor Society of business, management, 
                             and administration.

Orchid + W h i t eW h i t e  – members of the Nursing Honor Society – Sigma Theta Tau International  
                                   Honor Society.

Gold + Blue – members of the Pi Theta (Delta Nu Chapter) Occupational Therapy  
                          Honor Society.

Purple + W h i t eW h i t e  – members of the Pharmacy Honor Society – Rho Chi Pharmaceutical  
                                   Honor Society.

Green + Gold – members of the Pharmacy Leadership Society – Phi Lambda Sigma.

Scarlet + Grey – members of the Kappa Psi Professional Pharmacy Fraternity.

Red + W h i t eW h i t e  – members of the Kappa Epsilon Professional Pharmacy Fraternity.

Green + Blue – members of the Physician Assistant National Honor Society - Pi Alpha  
                            Honor Society.

Blue + Gold – members of the Phi Alpha (Phi Pi Chapter) Honor Society for Social Work.

Red, Whi teWhi te + Blue – U. S. military veterans.

19



THE UNIVERSITY
Concordia University Wisconsin is one of six colleges and universities in the Concordia University System, 

which is owned and operated by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS
PRESIDENT OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD

Reverend Dr. Matthew C. Harrison

BOARD OF REGENTS
South Wisconsin District President: Rev. Dr. John Wille

Ordained: Rev. John Berg (Chair), Rev. Jonah P. Burakowski, Rev. David C. Fleming (Vice Chair),  
Rev. Michael W. Henrichs, Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier

Commissioned: Ms. Jennifer Lynn Knox, Mr. Nathan Wingfield

Laity: Dr. David Andersen, Robert Denkert (Secretary), Mr. Terry Donovan, Ms. Paula Harris,  
Mr. David Lambert, Mr. David Piehler, Mr. James M. Riske, Dr. Stephen Saunders, Ms. Lisa Senkbeil,  
Mr. Jon R. Schumacher, Mr. Scott Schweitzer

Advisory: Rev. Allan Buss, Rev. David Davis, Rev. Dr. Jamison J. Hardy, Rev. Dr. Dwayne M. Lueck,  
Mr. Terrance Rowinski, Ms. Christine Specht-Palmert, Rev. Dr. Richard Stuckwisch, Rev. Dr. Kevin A. Wilson

CUWAA FOUNDATION BOARD
Dr. Erik Ankerberg (Foundation CEO), Ms. Kris Best, Mr. Matthew Burow, Ms. Michelle Buss, Ms. Celeste Cuffie, 

Mr. Terry Donovan, Ms. Heather Dunn, Ms. Judith Fischer, Mr. Patrick Horne, Mr. Craig Kasten,  
Mr. Chezare Misko, Ms. Kim Nelson, Ms. Harriet Pedersen, Rev. Dr. Roy Peterson, Rev. Dr. Ryan Peterson,  

Mr. Dean Rennicke, Mr. Paul Rosenberg, Mr. Terry Rowinski (Vice Chair), Mr. James Saalfeld,  
Mr. Jon Schumacher, Mr. Bryan Seider, Mr. Tim Sheldon, Ms. Christine Specht-Palmert (Chair),  

Mr. John Stollenwerk, Mr. Rich Twietmeyer, Mr. Gino Villani, Mr. Fred Watkins

UNIVERSITY EXECUTIVE TEAM
President Erik Ankerberg
Vice President, Academics Leah Dvorak
Vice President, Student Success Elizabeth Polzin (Interim)
Chief of Staff Steven Taylor 
Vice President, Campus Administration & External Relations (Ann Arbor) Ryan Peterson 
Vice President, Advancement Michelle Buss (Interim)
Chief Financial Officer Danielle Marsh (Interim)
Vice President, Enrollment & Chief Strategy Officer Michael Uden
Vice President, Marketing Lisa Liljegren
Vice President, Economic Development Roy Peterson 
Vice President, CUW Foundation Dean Rennicke


